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2nd Annual YMCA Buck Leadership Award Presented to Two Young
Adult Leaders
The YMCA’s Alexander K. Buck Leadership Award honors legacy of philanthropist and good neighbor, Whip Buck.
PRINCETON - On Friday morning, August
24, campers at the Princeton Family YMCA’s
Discovery Camp and M.V.P. Sports Camp
joined together at their morning Community
for the presentation of the second annual
YMCA Alexander K. Buck Leadership Award.
Those selected to receive the surprise honor
were Kevin Brune, 19 years old, of Princeton
and Kristen Vincent, 22 years old, of Ewing.
The ceremony helped to culminate the
official ending of the YMCA camp season.
Annually the award is presented to two
YMCA camp counselors, one young man and
one young woman, who best exemplify and
reflect the leadership qualities, character
and passions of the late Alexander “Whip” K.
Buck, a longtime Princeton resident and
former trustee and supporter of the YMCA
and its mission.
The qualities and
characteristics include demonstrating the
YMCA core values of caring, honesty,
respect and responsibility; showing humility
and kindness to others in actions, words and
deeds; serving as a good citizen in the
Pictured is Kristen Vincent of Ewing who was selected as a recipient of the 2012
camp community and showing a love of
YMCA’s Buck Leadership Award, along with Kevin Brune of Princeton. The Buck
democratic principles of fairness and
Award, established in memory of Alexander “Whip” K. Buck who was a longtime
respect; possessing an infectious spirit of
Princeton resident and community supporter, is presented annually to two camp
fun and adventure and inspiring others to
counselors who embody and demonstrate characteristics of the late Mr. Buck.
follow; valuing the natural environment and
encouraging others to do the same;
demonstrating a balance of spirit, mind and body as a well-rounded individual; learning from his or her mistakes and accepting and
sharing wisdom; and putting others first and being committed to serving others at every turn; And finally, being “a good friend to
all.”
Kate Bech, CEO of the Princeton Family YMCA, who helped with the presentation of the awards, said, “Mr. Buck’s extraordinary life, as
a longtime supporter of the YMCA mission and many other important community organizations, inspires our Y family and others. This
annual award gives us a happy occasion to remember him, while serving as a wonderful testimony to his good works and legacy.”
Kevin Brune, son of Gary and Joanne Brune of Princeton, started in the sports department at the YMCA and became a counselor two
years ago. A graduate of Montgomery High School, Kevin is a sophomore at College of New Jersey where he plays football. He was
unable to attend the event because he is preparing for the upcoming football season. Kristen Vincent, daughter of Steven and
Colleen Vincent, graduated from William Patterson University where she majored in English and Psychology. Kristen will be joining
the YMCA’s Child Development Center as a preschool teacher this fall, launching her career in education. Both young adults were
truly “a friend to all” and served as exemplary role models to their peers and the campers.
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